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Yoichi Yano was a nisei (Canadian born to Japanese immigrants)
and a logger employed at the Mayo Bros Lumber Company. His wife,
Kikuye, also a niseil, was a self-described typical Japanese housewife.

Their Paldi days came to an abrupt halt in 1942 when they were forcibly
Group photo of students at Mayo School in Paldi removed to Bay Farm.

source: Dr. Price.

After government restrictions were lifted the Yano's were one of the few
Japanese Canadian families to go back to Paldi. Upon their return, Kikuye
befriended Joan, wife of Mayo Singh'’s eldest son Rajindi.

Kikuye was originally hired to help with the cooking and cleaning at the
SIS ZANS SIS Mayo household when Joan was pregnant with her third child, and they
Bella Yano at Sherri's birthday party _ _
Cowichan Valley Museum and Archives/ South Asian Canadian Digital Archive. bonded over motherhood. K|kuye, a mother of six herself, became a close
friend with whom Joan could seek comfort, advice and guidance, and a

second mother to Joan's children.
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Mayo Lumber Company mill
and log pond in Paldi (1941)
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