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standing outside the first Gurdwara
(Sikh temple) in Paldi (1924)
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Toemon Urabe and Mayo Singh met while working together at a sawmill V)
In Rosedale. After Toemon suffered a serious injury, Mayo invited him to join

a new sawmill venture in Paldi, promising that the Urabes would always
have a job and a home there. O I I l e

Toemon helped construct the living quarters for the sawmill workers and
built houses for Mayo, his brother Ganea, and Kapoor, a major shareholder
of Mayo Lumber Company. Mrs. Urabe worked as a housekeeper for the
Singh’s and the Kapoor's, often looking after their children.

The Urabes were one of the few Japanese Canadian families that returned
to Paldi after internment. They had stayed connected throughout the
Internment years and after government restrictions were lifted in 1949,
Mayo sent a letter inviting them to come back.

Mayo Singh’s promise to the Urabes held true. Despite the struggles and Dear /\/Iayo,
challenges they faced, the Urabes always had a home in Paldi.

| trust that this letter finds you all in good health. We are both
% doing very well despite the sudden cold winter we are experiencing.

_— We are also very grateful for your kindness and exceptional hospitality extended
I77«_§ to Shigeko and her husband during their honeymoon on Vancouver Island.

Shigeko has expressed to us how happy they were and have had a memorable
NITEY - UINENT IV A—XT —)LORMATHICEWVWTWSEEICHNG : hich th 1] f Al kind f ki h
WEUTo MY TEVAKEREE ST & £, YA ULT THROTED D DB T Lme Wilich tiey wiii NEVET IOIgEL. AISO YOUr KinAness Ior taking tiem to
B<ESRYTEVER N UIN—FOHBOEETRZIEIBNEHRLE L. Nanaimo on their departure day of which | was very pleased to hear. We, again
thank you for all you have done for them. | know they will not forget all this.

FNOTEV>EMAOHEEFBERBORRZEFLOEEDICNIEZD DA,
ZUT¥IARM =t (Mayo Lumber Company) DEZQRHEZE THDINT—ILDEFERED
BTEUI NYTEVOER, VY RENT—ILOROREIRE UTEIE, 5 DT You have mentioned about us leaving here. At the present time | am supervising

DEEZERDIEHLIBOELIE, construction of lumber sheds and involves a lot of work. In view of winter now

UIN—RIFE BERE DSBS NI HE UL T ICR > TPV BRARIED in full force, | see much in staying here till Spring. In the meantime a good
SED—RIRTUTo CNSORIRIBNAPTIRNBL CRMTIRO T >TH D, Bl portion of the work here may be completed and will allow me to take my hands
FOHIBENERSNDE VAV FREFE VWS ZIFURULE UL, : : " .
off. You will, I am sure, quite understand my present position for not giving a
VEZHOSERED AT R B R DA S, TEAIEY U o T definite time of our intended departure from here but as we greet spring | am
ZICRBTEFBDFLATUL, . . . . .
sure | will be able to inform you something more definite. In the meantime,
please do not think we are ungrateful for the confidence you have entrusted to
us as we hope to fulfill our appreciation in the very near future for all you have

done for us all.

From left to right: Clarence Martin,
Toemon Urabe, and Basant Singh

B o GO N In closing may we extend to you all the compliments of the Season. May the
B.C. Forest Discovery Centre (1960)

Covcra ey Miseum ad s » : New Year be full of happiness and prosperity to every one.
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Yours very truly,

Mr & Mrs Urabe

Letter from Mr & Mrs Urabe
to Mayo Singh (1949-12-11)
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