e e
] ':i&.f = &
R

A%
w-dy
- L3,
4 B2 &
- o a2 _
v LN T i
e . |
|
- 4

1k
<Xy

- - eI p b - .1-11_ T : ! ?
% i o P ,._..i-"_' e
--p - b+ B SR
\{;‘r e Kl el
At e G
b
% Hf- ___k

- -
TR T

End table built by Bob Toyota, returned to
Michael Abe by Judy Koga-Ross in 2020 (2024)
Photographed by Michael Abe.

Ruth Abe (née Toyota) on what would have been

the front porch of her childhood house (2016)
Photographed by Michael Abe.

Margaret Thompson and Mary Ross with two

children standing in front of a train in Paldi
The Paldi Historical Museum/ South Asian Canadian Digital Archive.

Toyota Families; the toddler in the
top right corner is Roy Toyota born
on October 27,1940 in Paldi (1941)

Cowichan Valley Museum and Archives.
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Reclaiming Home

Toyota Family

In 2015 Michael Abe embarked on a journey to search for his mother’s family
home in Paldi. Ruth Abe (née Toyota) was the second youngest child of 14
children from Shoshichi and Kiriye Toyota. They lived in Paldi before being
forcibly removed during internment. Their neighbours, the Rosses, had kept
a few pieces of furniture for safekeeping to be returned to the Toyotas upon
their return.

With help from local residents Michael successfully located his mother’s
childhood home and family plum trees. His report in a Landscapes of
Injustice project newsletter caught the attention of Judy Koga-Ross, a
former resident of Paldi and daughter-in-law of the Ross family. She
reached out to return an end table to Michael. Further research determined
the furniture was built by his Uncle Bob.

The kindness of neighbours, the family plum trees, and this one piece of
furniture remain as a connection to home for the Toyota family in Paldi.
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