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The Roots of a Legacy

Despite barriers, Mayo Singh established himself as
an entrepreneur, advocate, and philanthropist. His
legacy begins in the early 1900’s in Rosedale, BC
just East of Chilliwack.

Singh, ambitious and uncontented as a labourer,
challenged stereotypes. In 1915, he partnered with
39 others and purchased the failing Fernridge
Lumber Mill in Rosedale, renaming it the Cheam
Lumber Company.

Portrait of Mayo Singh. Date unknown.

Courtesy of the Cowichan Valley Museum and Archives.

This purchase marked the beginning of Mayo Singh’s impact on the

forestry industry and the success he achieved despite the odds stacked
against him.

This arrow points to the approximate location of

the Cheam Lumber Company.
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