
Tending to Hops
Hop farming has a long and significant 
history in Chilliwack, dating from 1893 
to 1997. Up until the 1920’s, Indigenous 
groups from across British Columbia and 
Washington were the primary labourers. 
Immigrants from China, Japan, India, and 
the Soviet Union also found opportunities in 
the hop fields to establish their new life. 

These photographs demonstrate the involvement of Sikh farmworkers in the hop 
industry for many decades. We can see workers preparing the soil, picking hops, and 
processing cut vines. 

Photograph of two unidentified Sikh hop pickers, 
working in a field of hops. Taken in Chilliwack BC, 
1938.

Chilliwack Museum and Archives. 2003.030.007

Photograph of unidentified farmworkers attaching 
cut vines onto overhead conveyor line, for 
processing at the John I. Haas Hop Yards. Taken in 
Sardis, Chilliwack, BC 1990.

Chilliwack Museum and Archives. P7933

Photograph of 9 unidentified Sikh farmworkers, 
posing with horse-drawn plows between rows of 
hops. Taken in Chilliwack, BC 1910.

Chilliwack Museum and Archives. 1999.031.116
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