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TRAVELLING EXHIBIT

The South Asian Studies Institute (SASI) at the University of the Fraser Valley (UFV), is
pleased to present you with an opportunity to travel the successful ‘Haq and History’
exhibit to your community and be a part of diversifying BC’s history.

Propelled by a $1.14 million grant from the Province of British Columbia in 2020, the
‘Haq and History’ travelling exhibit is one part of a six-project undertaking to create and
implement the South Asian Canadian Legacy Project. The South Asian Canadian Legacy
Project empowers British Columbians to discover, learn, research, and share the rich
and robust histories of South Asian Canadians who helped build this beautiful province.

We are excited to bring an opportunity to communities across BC to engage with the
Hag and History travelling exhibit as a part of our legacy output. The exhibit is an
outcome of the Punjabi Canadian Legacy Project (2015 — 2017), which was a quest to
hear community voices in seven regions of BC and resulted in capturing these voices
from the first arrivals to the present day.

WHAT IS ‘HAQ AND HISTORY’?

The word ‘Haq’ (pronounced ‘huk’) in Punjabi, Urdu and Hindi means rights. The
exhibit highlights and emphasizes the need for South Asian histories to be shared all
across the province.

‘Haq and History’ is a single bilingual (English-Punjabi) travelling exhibit developed in
partnership with the Royal BC Museum and the South Asian Studies Institute as part of
the Punjabi Canadian Legacy Project. Its purpose is to add to the collection and
preservation of South Asian Canadian histories across British Columbia.

The exhibit highlights the right for all Canadians to belong in this country’s history,
heritage, historical remembrance, and contemporary moment. The panel exhibit is
exclusively designed for your organization, schools, libraries, city hall, etc. The exhibit
speaks to the themes that emerged from travelling across the province for two years to
learn about the various settlements in BC and their desire to tell their history.

The exhibit is organized to speak to any community in BC and we encourage all regions
to host the exhibit. It could provide you with the opportunity to create additional
complimentary local content (panels).


https://ufv.ca/sasi/
https://saclp.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/
https://saclp.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/
https://www.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/pclp-phase-2/

EXHIBIT SPECIFICATIONS

e Core bilingual exhibit — (to be shipped to your organization)
e 5 display segments with all frame infrastructure
e 10 banners @ 36” x 66” each (displayed back-to-back)

e 1 Video monitor with pre-programmed content including interviews of South
Asian Canadians (touch screen/outlet nearby required)

CRITERIA

e Demonstrate how your organization has built strong South Asian Canadian
community connections or aims to do that with this exhibit.

e The South Asian Studies Institute encourages to create additional local
content creation to enhance the exhibit

LOAN
The core exhibit of 10 banners is loaned for a period of three to six months.

REQUEST
We kindly request that you share your social media posts or other forms of publicity
with us so that the South Asian Studies Institute can assist in promoting the exhibit.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please email us at sasi@ufv.ca .

SASI PARTNERS

We are grateful for our partnership with the Royal BC Museum for their continued
support for this exhibit work and to the Province of British Columbia for their support
of our vision toward building more inclusive BC histories and legacies.

RoyvaL BC
MUSEUM

COLUMBIA

Supported by the Provinee of British Columbia

BRITISH $


https://saclp.southasiancanadianheritage.ca/haq-and-history-form/
Antoinetta Holierhoek
Cross-Out


VIEW HAQ AND HISTORY CORE EXHIBIT IMAGES BELOW

The Punjabi Canadian Legacy Project:
A quest for community voices
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Nearly one million pecple came to Canada b el
from Punjab in the twentieth century. S

Who are they? What are their individual stories, and what
is their shared story?

In 2015 the Royal British Columbia Museum and the
South Asian Studies Institute at the University of the
Fraser Valley began a project to explore Punjabi Canadian
community voices in British Columbia from the first
amivals to the present day.

Explore this display to hear some stories and see some
rare objects that communities and families across the
province hope to preserve and share.
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Journeys
Over oceans, valleys and mountains

\ancouver, 1967, A new irmmigrant dissmbarks from his ship into a
strange new city. Strangers tall himn t get on a frain heading east,
towands tha distant Rocky Mountaine. After a long, exhauztng joumay
through winding passes and over plunging camyons, he staps off the
platfermiinto several feet of snow and walks into pitch darkness—
until suddanly, at last, the lights of tha litte sewmill town of Donald
come into view. Tha name iz unfamiliar, but forsign placenames—
Terraca, Mackenda, Abbotsford—uwill scon coma to sound like home.

Since the bognning of the twentisth century, Punjabi migrants, mosthy
men, had bean travelling acress the Pacific to British Columbia on steam
linars in 2eanch of wark, opporturity or adwenture. Cn armival they met
with explicit and embadded discriminaticn. During the infamous
Komagata Maru incidant of 1914, hundreds wera hald for months on

a crampad and undersupplied ship bofore eventually being forcad to
returm across tha ocean.
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Sofar...and yet

so close
Creating home and community

¥ you wevre from India...oh my gosh, you were really my family. - Nsibe Puri

In the twentiath cantury, communities were close-knit, united by
their sharad experienca. Women racall enjoying weekends at each
other's houses, sitting together, eating pakoras and catching up on
naws from home while their children played in the backyard.

Marriage ceramonies were a community affair, and everyone helped
out, even over long distances.

When Swarn and Balbir Patara married in 1972, there had never bafore
baen a Sikh marmiage in the Canadian Rockies. None of the supplies
the couple needed were avaiable. Communities across the provinca
came to their aid, sanding religious itams, utensis and even a priest,
who travelled from Paldi, near Duncan, on Vancouver Istand.
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Closeness, community

and collaboration

Celebrations and commemorations
in the twentieth century

Gurdwaras—temples—are oftan the hearts of thair communities, whera
celabrations and commarmarations taka placa. In aarly days, smaller
communities trawelled from gurdwara to gurdwara to celebrate togather

People united to open their homes to travellers from out of town.

Thie Jar Mala (2 winter calebration) and Canada Diay wera calebrated in
Paldi, Guru Manak's Gurpurab—the birthday of the founder of Sikhism—
was celabratad in Abbotaford's Gur Sikh Termple, Guru Gaobind Singh Ji's
birthday was celebrated at the Vancouwer Wast 2nd Avenua Sikh Ternple,
and Viaisakhi, Sikh New Yaar, was always calebrated in Victoria.

Today, the tradiion continues. On Wictora Day, 2018, Golden Gurdwarain
the Rockies hosted a Nagar Kirtan ireligious procession), welooming people
from across the province.
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The logs that built BC

The significance of sawmills in
Punjabi settler employment

Many early Punjabi immigrants found work in BC's sawmils and lumber
camps—a tradition that carried on for most of the twentieth cantury.

The work helped them support families back home in Punjab, but tha
hours were long and the conditions often unfair. Many men wera forcad to
remaove their turbans and cut thair hair in order to kaep their jobs. But the
community spirit parsisted. If someone fall ill and could not work, his
Punijabi colleagues would give him a portion of their wages to send home.

In the 1950s, the town of Paldi had a reputation as a ‘'mini-United Nations'.
Japanese, Chinese, Punjabi and Indigencus people workad and lived
alongside each other in sawmill towns.
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Hag and activism
Fighting for rights and justice

Punjabi immigrants entared Canada as British subjects and expectad
equal rights.

But in 1907 the federal government took away their right to vota. It would
take 40 years of community activism before they were re-enfranchised

in 1947. During harsh times, Punjabi Canadians in British Columbia
moebilzad against colonial rule in India, discriminatory migration laws,
inequitable employment practicas and media misrepresantation.

Their ongeing work has contributed to the movement towards social
justice in Canada.

Hag is the Punjabi word for "rights.” Tha Punjabi Canadian Legacy Project
saeks to presarve and share communities’ parspactives on their diverse
history and rightful place in tha history of BC and Canada.
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Community roots
in BC

The Punjabi Canadian Legacy Project taam
travelled the pravinca, axploring placas with deep
Punjabi Canadian community roots, collecting oral
histories and consulting with communities on the
praservation and presentation of Punjabi Canadian
history in BC.

Our specid thanks to the Punjabi Canadian
Legacy Project Advisory Committes, and to our
partner institutions and community participants
around the provincs for shaping this project.
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The Lower Mainland
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Cur spocial thenks to the Ponjabi Canagien Legecy Projest Advisery Cammitteo, and 1o our
pertner instRatons end community partispants arcurd e provings ‘or shapng the projet.
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Core Exhibit

Configuration Examgples

Care Exhibit Community Add-on

Haq and History

Core Exhibit

5 display segments

10 Banners @ 36" x 66"

1 Video Monitor (touchscreen)

Community Add-on
2 display segments
4 banners @ 36" x 66"
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