The Punjabi Canadian Legacy Project:
A quest for community voices
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HAQ & HISTORY
EXHIBIT
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The South Asian Studies Institute
(SASI) at the University of the
Fraser Valley (UFV), is pleased to
present you with an opportunity
to travel the successful ‘Haq and
History’ exhibit to  your
community.

The word ‘Haq’ (pronounced
‘huk’) in Punjabi, Urdu and Hindi
means rights. The exhibit
highlights and emphasizes the
need for South Asian histories to
be shared across the province.

South Asian Studies Institute
University of the Fraser Valley
33844 King Road
Abbotsford, BC V2S 7M8

sasi@ufv.ca




The Haq History CORE exhibit consists of:

- 6 display segments (metal frames height floor-to-top 3’)

- 10 banners @ 36" x 66"

- 2 banners for the TV segment (banners are red, no text displayed)
- 1 Video Monitor

When special community add-on banners were designed and printed there are an additional:
- 2 display segments (metal frames) and
- 4 banners @ 36" x 66"

Banners

On the previous page (left) and the following pages you’ll see the 10 banners of the core exhibit. For each of the banners 36" x 66, a zoomed-in
screenshot of the text is copied on the right.

Rental fee

The rental fee depends on the length of the loan period and varies between $ 2,000 and $ 3,500.00. Please email for more information
sasi@ufv.ca.

Support for traveling exhibits.
The Government of Canada supports traveling exhibitions for museum through their Museums Assistance Program.

Freight
The exhibit is transported in a wooden crate, outside dimensions of the crate:
(L)94” x (w)21-1/2" x (h)27” from floor, including the casters. Full weight approximately 400 Ib. The cost of shipping is NOT included in the loan.

On loan
The South Asian Studies Institute will create loan agreement for the requested period; proof of insurance will need to be provided.

Exhibit floor-space needed for the exhibit

The segments can be connected in different ways, depending on the available exhibit space. For more detials of the required floorspace please see
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Nearly one million people came to Canada
from Punjab in the twentieth century.
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Who are they? What are their individual stories, and what
is their shared story?

In 2015 the Royal British Columbia Museum and the
South Asian Studies Institute at the University of the
Fraser Valley began a project to explore Punjabi Canadian
community voices in British Columbia from the first
arrivals to the present day.

Explore this display to hear some stories and see some
rare objects that communities and families across the
province hope to preserve and share.



Journeys
Over oceans, valleys and mountains
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Journeys

Over oceans, valleys and mountains

Vancouver, 1967. A new immigrant disembarks from his ship into a
strange new city. Strangers tell him to get on a train heading east,
towards the distant Rocky Mountains. After a long, exhausting journey
through winding passes and over plunging canyons, he steps off the
platform into several feet of snow and walks into pitch darkness—
until suddenly, at last, the lights of the little sawmill town of Donald
come into view. The name is unfamiliar, but foreign placenames—
Terrace, Mackenzie, Abbotsford—will soon come to sound like home.

Since the beginning of the twentieth century, Punjabi migrants, mostly
men, had been travelling across the Pacific to British Columbia on steam
liners in search of work, opportunity or adventure. On arrival they met
with explicit and embedded discrimination. During the infamous
Komagata Maru incident of 1914, hundreds were held for months on

a cramped and undersupplied ship before eventually being forced to
return across the ocean.



So far...and yet

so close
Creating home and commumity
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So far...and yet
so close

Creating home and community

If you were from India...oh my gosh, you were really my family. — Nsibe Puri

In the twentieth century, communities were close-knit, united by
their shared experience. Women recall enjoying weekends at each
other's houses, sitting together, eating pakoras and catching up on
news from home while their children played in the backyard.

Marriage ceremonies were a community affair, and everyone helped
out, even over long distances.

When Swarn and Balbir Patara married in 1972, there had never before
been a Sikh marriage in the Canadian Rockies. None of the supplies
the couple needed were available. Communities across the province
came to their aid, sending religious items, utensils and even a priest,
who travelled from Paldi, near Duncan, on Vancouver Island.
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Closeness, community
and collaboration

Celebrations and commemorations
in the twontieth century
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Closeness, community
and collaboration

Celebrations and commemorations
in the twentieth century

Gurdwaras—temples—are often the hearts of their communities, where
celebrations and commemorations take place. In early days, smaller
communities travelled from gurdwara to gurdwara to celebrate together.

People united to open their homes to travellers from out of town.

The Jor Mela (a winter celebration) and Canada Day were celebrated in
Paldi, Guru Nanak's Gurpurab—the birthday of the founder of Sikhism—
was celebrated in Abbotsford’s Gur Sikh Temple, Guru Gobind Singh Ji's
birthday was celebrated at the Vancouver West 2nd Avenue Sikh Termple,
and Vaisakhi, Sikh New Year, was always celebrated in Victoria.

Today, the tradition continues. On Victoria Day, 2018, Golden Gurdwara in
the Rockies hosted a Nagar Kirtan (religious procession), welcoming people
from across the province.



Haq and activism
Fighting for rights and justice
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Haq and activism
Fighting for rights and justice

Punjabi immigrants entered Canada as British subjects and expected
equal rights.

But in 1907 the federal government took away their right to vote. It would
take 40 years of community activism before they were re-enfranchised

in 1947. During harsh times, Punjabi Canadians in British Colurmbia
mobilized against colonial rule in India, discriminatory migration laws,
inequitable employment practices and media misrepresentation.

Their ongoing work has contributed to the movement towards social
justice in Canada.

Hagq is the Punjabi word for "rights.” The Punjabi Canadian Legacy Project
seeks to preserve and share communities’ perspectives on their diverse
history and rightful place in the history of BC and Canada.



The logs that built BC

The significance of sawmills in
Punjabi settler employment
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The logs that built BC

The significance of sawmills in
Punjabi settler employment

Many early Punjabi immigrants found work in BC's sawmills and lumber
camps—a tradition that carried on for most of the twentieth century.

The work helped them support families back home in Punjab, but the
hours were long and the conditions often unfair. Many men were forced to
remove their turbans and cut their hair in order to keep their jobs. But the
community spirit persisted. If someone fell ill and could not work, his
Punjabi colleagues would give him a portion of their wages to send home.

In the 1950s, the town of Paldi had a reputation as a ‘mini-United Nations'.
Japanese, Chinese, Punjabi and Indigenous people worked and lived
alongside each other in sawmill towns.



Community roots
in BC
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Community roots
in BC

The Punjabi Canadian Legacy Project team
frave : Pro 'iﬂCE", e*alorin:‘; plrace with deep
Pu n |ab|

plesewa‘[ic:ur'u and pr‘esantation of Pu n_iabi Canadian
history in BC.

lal thanks to the Punjabi Canadian
uject Advisory Committee, and to our
s and community participants
around the province for shaping this project.
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This Haq and History exhibit is part of the South Asian Canadian Legacy Project {2020-2022).
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Not included this file are 2 empty (dark red) banners that surround the TV.
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FLOOR SPACE NEEDED

Core exhibit:

- 6 display segments (metal frames for 12 banners)
- 10 banners 36" x 66"

- 2 banners (no text) for the TV segment

The configuration could be :

/50' 50"\ 3 /50' 50"\ 3t /50' ﬁﬂ"\ 3t
4 banners 4 banners 4 banners
OR
/ T 7 \/ﬁﬂ 3t /50" > \/50 3t
« aft > l +« ot > l

6 banners 6 banners

When special community add-on banners were designed and printed there are an additional:
- 2 display segments (metal frames) and

- 4 banners @ 36" x 66" /\

12



Being Punjabi; (LATR

The Surrey Storias

What is ‘Haq" da w3
and History? fefsamatd

Surrey Central Library

Port Moody Station Museum

Impression of setting up the exhibit

The setting up of the exhibit requires 2 people and takes approximately 4 to 5 hours. If you
have worked with this framing system before, the time could be shorter. There is an easy to
follow manual for the set-up. Tools needed; a flat head screwdriver and a wrench (not
supplied).
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